
Director's Update

Greetings school leaders, 

As this school year races to the finish line I'm excited to share some important updates...  

Firstly, your votes are in, and it looks like the best date for hosting this year's summer
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convening is Wednesday August 9, 2023, so please mark your calendars!  It will take
place at the Minnesota Humanities Center again from 9:30am to 1pm.  We're asking that
school leaders and board chairs attend at a minimum, as our goal is to present the Guild's
Approved Authorizing Plan (AAP) guidelines for the next five years. Watch your email for
more information in the coming months.

Secondly, and in response to your feedback, we have made the decision to cease using
Epicenter for records management at the close of FY2023.  This will both offer the Guild
savings which can be utilized for greater school support, and allow added efficiencies by
bringing school records to a secure online server we administer directly, and which utilizes
applications most are familiar with already (Google Documents and Google Classroom). 
This new process was designed and pressure tested by no other than the Guild's own
Tech Guru Buddy Ferrari.  Which means you can expect more of the same in terms of
wonderful Technical Assistance (with a smile).  So please let your current Epicenter
administrator know (if it's not you) they can expect to hear from Buddy in July to set up
and support the transition.  In the meantime please continue to upload to Epicenter all
required records for the remainder of FY23.

Thirdly, the end of the school year also means it's a season of reflection.  As I mentioned
last month we are looking for your help to let us know how we're doing, and how we can
better serve you in the future.  Please be on the lookout for the Guild survey in your
mailbox shortly.  If you have any questions or want to share it with additional board
members or staff, please don't hesitate to reach out to the Guild's Administrative
Force Debbie Weckman for assistance.  

Finally, please note the following Annual Reporting Updates/Timeline:

ASAP: The MN Guild will be sending FY22 report feedback to every portfolio school
along with an updated guidance document. 
by June 30: School feedback and questions on annual reporting to the Guild
by July 31: Final guidance on FY23 Annual Report 
August 9:  Summer Convening / Technical Assistance; 9:30am to 1pm

Please feel free to reach out to me with questions or concerns at any point.
Warm regards, 

Jim

mailto:buddy.ferrari@guildschools.org
mailto:debbie.weckman@guildschools.org


School Spotlight

 

Community School of Excellence
 

This month we are highlighting Community School of Excellence and sharing these two events
the school is sponsoring and is also free to the community.  We wish you the best in celebrating
your cultural event and applaud the students participating in the Hmong Spelling Bee event. 
 

       
                   International Culture Celebration                                 Hmong Spelling Bee
 
Also congratulations to you and your staff on being awarded the 2023 MDE School Finance
Award for FY22 Financial Reporting!  That is a wonderful accomplishment.

https://www.csemn.org/about
https://www.csemn.org/about


MN Guild Partners & Resources
Leading the way to excellence

Apply now for the Stronger Connections Grant ~ deadline June 9, 2023

The Minnesota Department  of Education’s Equity Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) Center invites
applications to the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act (BSCA) Stronger Connections Grant. This
competitive program is focused on reducing the risk of gun violence in our schools and
communities. Local educational agencies (LEAs) are eligible to receive  grants from $200,000 up
to $500,000 for planning, training, and implementing a wide range of programs and practices
that promote a safe and healthy learning environment.

Applications are due June 9 at 5pm. The grant program will begin in mid-August. To learn
more about the grant program, please visit Bipartisan Safer Communities Act (BSCA) Stronger
Connections Grant . 

The EDI center will host an informational webinar and answer questions on May 25, 2023 from
3-4 p.m. via zoom. Please register for the Stronger Connections webinar.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Submit Read Well by 3rd Grade by July 1st

The 2023 Read Well by Third Grade (RWBTG) online submission platform is now open. This
data is required of all Minnesota districts and charter schools that enroll students in grades K–2
and is due to MDE annually by July 1.
Please see the RWBTG Launch Memo for further information.

The University of St. Thomas, has been preparing educators to lead effectively and
inclusively in diverse settings for over 50 years.  Here is a great opportunity to take the

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZWR1Y2F0aW9uLm1uLmdvdi9NREUvZHNlL1BST0QwODEzNzIiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwNTE5Ljc3MDAyNTkxIn0.HvykHFi4V0_nS-etY6fS7ENzzfNee5EPGQ5OwA8RdvQ/s/2173470693/br/201550913916-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..yHx0PuQ93icOgCu3yaK7GqAk-Uiuo0g0FluttbAV_pA/s/2173470693/br/201550913916-l
https://sso.education.mn.gov/auth/realms/EDIAM/protocol/openid-connect/auth?response_type=code&scope=openid%20email&client_id=mod_auth_openidc&state=9kh92UEWH8reifahA7G6A8OMXds&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.education.mn.gov%2Fsecure&nonce=DeTCUPlISjPb6tCJLNkdC21Lh4jiWa2I-EcRkch5ItU
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/datasub/ReadK3/


next step in your career:  Education Specialist degree with Director of Special
Education or Principal licensure  

Beginning this fall, the curriculum will be differentiated for charter school
leaders! See the EdS with Administrative Licensure flyer for more information on
courses, requirements, and schedule. 

NOMINATE A FUTURE EDUCATIONAL LEADER

Do you know a teacher or leader in your school or district who might be interested in
learning more about our EdS with Administrative Licensure? Sometimes it takes a
personal invitation or word of encouragement to take that first step. Send them our
way!

NEW: SCHOLARSHIP!

The School of Education is offering up to $6,000 scholarships for Fall 2023 for qualified
applicants who are pursuing their initial administrative licensure. Priority goes to Tier 3/4
teachers with 3-5+ years of experience. Simply apply to the EdS program to be
considered for the scholarship! Review of completed applications will begin June 1 until
scholarship funds are exhausted.

LEARN MORE AND APPLY TODAY

Monday, June 12-Wednesday June 14, 2023
2023 Charter School Leadership Conference Schedule

Join Volunteers of America-Minnesota at the 2023 Charter School Leadership where we will
be Navigating the Course of Excellence in Charter Schooling!

To register click here

http://listprod.stthomas.edu/t/547211/25570519/52618/5/
http://listprod.stthomas.edu/t/547211/25570519/52619/6/
http://listprod.stthomas.edu/t/547211/25570519/52625/11/
http://listprod.stthomas.edu/t/547211/25570519/52623/12/
http://listprod.stthomas.edu/t/547211/25570519/52620/13/
http://listprod.stthomas.edu/t/547211/25570519/52617/14/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2023-charter-school-leadership-conference-tickets-439945728517?aff=ALLEVENTS


Charter School Day at the St. Paul Saints will be Sunday,

June 11th. This is the second year in a row we have hosted this event with the St. Paul Saints,
following the successful Charter School Day at the Twins game from two years prior.

If you have not had the opportunity to attend at St. Paul Saints baseball game, you are missing
out on a fantastic experience – not only good baseball, but also a variety of entertaining field
events and a dedicated, passionate fanbase.

Tickets for the June 11th St. Paul Saints vs. Iowa Cubs are only $18 each, which includes a
St. Paul Saints Baseball Cap.

All charter school families are invited to participate in this fun event.

To purchase tickets, go to saints-groups.com and use the code: charter2023

Conference to Restore Humanity 2023 ~ July 24-27 / Virtual
The simple act of having hope for a better future breaks the doom-loop and builds a platform
for action.

This one-of-a-kind conference connects young people, educators, activists, and academics in
reimagining education.

More about the event & register

            

https://sp6.glitnirticketing.com/spticket/web/logingroup1.php
https://teacherpowered.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c49cda0b0c32cebf34a47c648&id=8c729f1f83&e=66e5d2b882


MN teacher standards get a 21st century update

The “Standards of Effective Practice” are the knowledge and skills a teacher needs to
demonstrate before they enter the classroom.

The new standards sharpen focus on equity and culturally-sustaining teaching practices
—pushing teachers to check their own biases.

They emphasize belief in students—adapting to meet each learner’s unique assets and
needs—and include students, families, and communities in learning design.

Why it matters

Students thrive when teachers are able to see them for who they are, what they’re capable of.

EE gave continuous input to make the standards more student-centered—and our influence
is evident in the final record.

What's next

Teacher prep providers have until July 2025 to implement the new standards.

JIM MARTIN LAW FIRM PLLC

Managing Open Meeting Law Post Pandemic

A meeting must take place in a space that is publicly accessible.
All board members, whatever their physical location must be able to see and hear each
other and see and hear all discussion and testimony presented at any location where at
least one member is present.

https://tinyurl.com/StandardsOfEffectivePractice


Members of the public present at the regular meeting location must be able to see and
hear all testimony and all votes of members of the board.
At least one member of the body is present at the regular meeting location.
All votes are conducted by roll call.
The public body must give notice of the regular meeting location, of the fact that some
members may participate by telephone or other electronic means, and of the right of the
public to monitor the meeting from another location.
Each location at which a member of the board is present  is open and accessible to the
public.
This requirement that the remote location is open and accessible to the public need not
be met IF the board member has not participated more than three times in a calendar
year from a location that is not open and accessible to the public.
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